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Module Aims: 
 
The module is intended to 

 

 
• Investigate current management practices of renewable and non renewable resources 

and explore use of resources in a sustainable manner. 
• Examine the challenges in making a transition to renewable resource use in a way 

that is truly sustainable 
• Assess the contrasting views of environmentalists and economists regarding future 

resource management. 
 
 
 
 
 
Expected Learning Outcomes 

 
At the end of this module, students should be able to: 

Knowledge and Understanding: 

1.  Demonstrate an understanding of the issues concerning the use and management of 
some key natural resources. 

2.  Demonstrate how the negative effect of a particular resource use on the environment 
might be contained. 

3.  Evaluate the differing opinions on the future management of resources in light of 
challenges such as globalization, population growth, climate change and technology. 

Transferable/Key Skills and other attributes: 

Critical reading 
Problem solving 
Working in a group 

 
 
 
 
Assessment: 

 
Assessment  example: 
Students will be asked to work in groups on a given case study and suggest the most 
practical solutions for sustainable resource management which will allow the area in question 
to  thrive  economically,  culturally  and  yet  at  the  same  time  preserve  its  environmental 
resources. Students will be required to keep a task log to ensure equal input to each task and 
formative feedback will be provided weekly to each group 



 

Assessme 
nt number 

Learning 
Outcomes 
to be met 

Type of assessment Weighting Duration (if 
exam) 

Word count 
(or 
equivalent if 
appropriate 
) 

1 1-3 Case Study 100%  3000 
 

 
 

Learning and Teaching Strategies: 
 

Students are taught with weekly lectures. The lecture material is supported by online 
resources in the form of case studies. 

 
 
 
 

Syllabus Outline 
 

• Introduction: the need for environmental resource policy 
• The ownership and control of resources 

 
Types of resources 

 
Energy resources: 

• Resource availability and consumption 
• Current management practices 
• Impact of resource use 
• Sustainable energy: choices, problems and opportunities. 
• Case studies 

 
Land resource in terms of food production: 

• Natural resources, food supply and population. 
• Energy use in food production, 
• Economics of food production 
• Changes in world food crop production. 
• Food supply and water cycle 
• Case studies 

 
Water and water resources: 

• Overview of global water related problems and problems related to water 
management 

• Water supply security 
• Integrated water management 
• Water sustainability: potential impact of climate change 
• Water resources: fish 
• Case studies 
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